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At first the two rabbits moved slowly, careful not to draw 
attention to themselves. But they soon forgot about being 
cautious as they found some rocks to jump on.   

“Watch this!” said the smaller rabbit. She jumped as high as she 
could, landing on top of a big boulder. 

  t was a beautiful, crisp evening, and two rabbit sisters had just  
finished  their dinner.  Even though their parents had told them to 
remain hidden when they played outside—so as not to draw the 
attention of predators—they decided to go play on some rocks 
close to a hillside. 
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“Wow! That’s high, Sister!” replied the bigger rabbit. 
“But I bet you can’t do this!”

The bigger rabbit leapt as high as she could and landed on the other 
side of the huge boulder.

“That’s amazing!” called the smaller rabbit.
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Suddenly, an owl swooped down, landing right in 
front of where they were standing.

“What’s going on here?” said the owl. His huge wings spread 
out from left to right, completely blocking the way back to the 
rabbits’ den. The rabbits froze with fear as they studied him from 
top to bottom. 76



The owl’s sharp talons dug into the ground as he stared at the two 
rabbits.

In a timid voice, the bigger rabbit said, “W-w-we were just 
p-p-playing over here.”
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“I can see that, and now I’m going to take you back to my nest 
for dinner!” the owl roared as he closed his talons around each 
rabbit. The owl quickly tried to take flight, but with two rabbits in 
his claws, he could not get off the ground.

Terrified, the rabbits tried to free themselves from the owl’s 
sharp talons. They pushed and pushed until they were able to 
get their feet on the ground.
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0nce the rabbits had freed their feet, they ran as fast as 
they could, pulling the owl behind them as they went. 

As he struggled to right himself, the owl heard his wife 
yelling from a distance, “Let one go! We’ll have the other!” 
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The owl called back to his wife, “No! I want both of them! Too much 
time will pass before we can find another and we will go hungry!”

The rabbits ran as fast and as far as they could, and the 
owl soon tired of holding on to them. He let go of them but 
continued to follow, soaring through the air just overhead.

14 15



The rabbits kept on running. They spotted a 
huge boulder sitting on top of a hill. 

“Come on! 0ver to that boulder! We will run 
behind it and push it on top of the owl!” cried 
the bigger rabbit. 
 
“We can try,” said the smaller rabbit doubtfully. 
The boulder looked too big for them to move, 
but she was willing to try anything to get 
away from the owl.  
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The rabbits stopped at the boulder, one on each side, and waited 
for the owl to catch up. 

Soon after, the owl swooped down towards them. He 
landed right in front of the boulder. The rabbit sisters 
were terrified, but they stayed where they were. 
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“Ah, finally . . . Now come over here and let’s make this quick. 
I am very hungry,” said the owl.

The bigger rabbit whispered to her sister, “Now, 
Sister, push as hard as you can!”
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And so, the rabbits pushed the boulder with as much 
strength as their bodies had, and the boulder rolled 
quickly towards the owl.
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The owl could not get away and disappeared beneath the boulder. 
Relieved, the rabbits jumped for joy, knowing they had defeated 
the hungry owl.
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Then, worried that the owl’s wife might come after them, the 
rabbits hid amongst some Arctic willow, staying perfectly still 
as she swooped past them. The rabbits’ brown coats blended 
in with the tundra, making it hard for the female owl to see 
them.

As she passed, the rabbits heard her grumble, “I told him he 
should have gone for only one at a time. Now look what’s 
happened.” 
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The female owl flew away, and the two little rabbits were 
finally safe. 

They had learned to never again play out in the open where 
hungry owls might find them, and they were glad they had 
defeated the greedy owl.
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Nadia Sammurtok is an Inuit writer and educator 
originally from Rankin Inlet, Nunavut. Nadia is passionate 
about preserving the traditional Inuit lifestyle and 
Inuktitut language so that they may be enjoyed by 
future generations. Nadia currently lives in Iqaluit, 
Nunavut, with her family.

Marcus Cutler is a both a children’s illustrator and an 
occasional climber of rocks. He lives and works in Windsor, 
0ntario, with his wife and two daughters.
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